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Stage Directions

Miram is in an asylum. She is wearing a dirty, warhite, sleeveless
night gown extending past the knees. She is unke®ipe sits in a
large, heavy austere wooden chair. Her lap arsldeg covered with a
white blanket.

Attached to the stage right side of the chaird®wel holding a musical
instrument. On each arm rest is a spring loadaag) triggerable to
lock her wrists in place. Swiveled on the righhas a small table,
currently positioned in front of her, covered watimall objects, and
rotatable to the side of the chair. A thick dowé&h a cross piece at the
top rises about 40 centimeters from the center batke chair. A heavy
hemp rope is twined about the cross piece withemrielooped over the
stage left of the chair back. A white gauze v@illiaped over the dowel
and rope. Two rests extend from the lower frogs lef the chair to
support her feet. (See the drawing.)

She holds before her face a white plaster masKdehaes her mouth
uncovered. It has a short, white handle on thgesiieft side, the eyes are
cut to give the appearance of weeping. Lightsrdewly on the mask,
and then the chair as she begins to sing. Allislsarkness.






(for Abbie)

Miriam

She begins singing in darkness, the mask before .
her face. Light slowly rises on the mask, then Part II: The Chair
the chair. All dseis darkness. A chamber nrusic theater work for soprano and piano with an optional instrumental part. .

( P P P part) William Osborne
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| | writes in manuscript as before, |
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She suddenly stops, |ooks at the pencil

| takes the manuscript and turns to the side as if to throw it away.
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| Shelooks at hersdf in themirror and runs her fingers through her hair, |
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