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(For a performance-artist and pianist.)
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Stage Directions

Miram is in an asylum. She is wearing a dirty, worn, white, sleeveless
night gown extending past the knees. She is unkempt. She sits in a
large, heavy austere wooden chair. Her lap and legs are covered with a
white blanket.

Attached to the stage right side of the chair is a dowel holding a musical
instrument. On each arm rest is a spring loaded clamp, triggerable to
lock her wrists in place. Swiveled on the right arm is a small table,
currently positioned in front of her, covered with small objects, and
rotatable to the side of the chair. A thick dowel with a cross piece at the
top rises about 40 centimeters from the center back of the chair. A heavy
hemp rope is twined about the cross piece with one end looped over the
stage left of the chair back. A white gauze veil is draped over the dowel
and rope. Two rests extend from the lower front legs of the chair to
support her feet. (See the drawing.)

She holds before her face a white plaster mask that leaves her mouth
uncovered. It has a short, white handle on the stage left side, the eyes are
cut to give the appearance of weeping. Light rises slowly on the mask,
and then the chair as she begins to sing. All else is darkness.







She begins singing in darkness, the mask before
her face. Light slowly rises on the mask, then
the chair. All else is darkness.

(for Abbie)

Miriam

Part II:

The Chair

(A chamber music theater work for soprano and piano with an optional instrumental part.)

William Osborne
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puts pencil back in sharpener,
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| She looks at herself in the mirror and runs her fingers through her hair,

| She sets the manuscript down.
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She turns the bleeding palms of her hands to the public, then slowly lays her arms
on the arm rests of the chair. Long pause. Suddenly the wrist locks slam shut with
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And there is a strange dan-ger here.

The night is get-ting late.
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| She vocalizes to preserve her voice.
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| She angrily mouths the words.
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Cantabile; sempre legato; lo stesso tempo
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The light dims.

Morendo poco a poco
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